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On behalf of the Steering Committee and the
General Assembly, it is my pleasure to share the 2014
Annual Report of the Network of African National
Human Rights Institutions (NANHRD. It has been an
honor for me to observe, for the second year, the
tireless work of a dedicated and expert staff, who
are not only committed to the work of the network,
but who are genuinely committed to fighting for a
continent that respects and protects human rights
for all Africans.

As | reflect on the past year, | am inspired by how
much we have achieved and the progress made
towards our vision. This annual report demonstrates
the value of working with key partners, organizations
and governments, and what can be achieved when
we work together in building a culture where human
rights are recognized, respected and protected
throughout the continent.

The year 2014 was a special one for us as it
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marked the end of the 2012-2014 Strategic Plan
and necessitated a reflection on achievements,
challenges and lessons learnt during the period.
It was also time to strategize and look into the
future through planning a process for the 2015-2019
Strategic Plan.

The strategic planning session also offered the
steering committee an opportunity to discuss their
potential roles in terms of governance, leadership
and resource mobilization in the next five year
period in order to ensure successful completion of
the 2015-2019 strategic plan.

Working in  partnership with  Civil Society
Organizations, Non-Governmental Organizations
and governments, we secured the establishment
and strengthening of national human rights
institutions in the continent. Currently we have 44
NHRIs in our network.

We have made significant contributions towards
enhancing the capacity of our members by providing
intensive training and advocacy support across
the continent. These capacity building activities
have helped institutions to inform and educate the
public on their rights, demand accountability from
governments, and expose atrocities and violations.
Through these activities we have provided platforms
for NHRIs to share and exchange experiences, ideas
and best practices in the promotion and protection
of human rights in the continent.

So far, it has been an absolute privilege to fulfil the
important role of interim Chairperson. | would like
to warmly thank the steering committee and the
staff of the NANHRI Secretariat for their work and
contribution towards enhancing the capacity of our
members to better promote and protect Human
Rights in the African continent.

Finally, I would like to thank NANHRI Executive
Director Gilbert Sebihogo for his strong leadership
and vision in ensuring that the Secretariat is fully
functional.

D
£ o2
Dr. Chemuta D. Banda
Chairperson a.i, NANHR/
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The end of the year serves as an opportunity to
share with you highlights of this year’'s milestone
towards the promotion and protection of human
rights across the African region. As this annual
report attests, 2014 was an extremely active year
for the Network of National Human Rights
Institutions (NANHRID. We organized several events,
missions and capacity building activities for our
members as we continued to work on some of the
most significant human rights issues of our time.

Being the last year of our Strategic Plan 2012-2014,
we committed time and resource in planning and
developing a new strategic plan that will guide the
Secretariat’s work over the next five years. At the
same time, this was the year that we reflected and
reviewed our achievements, challenges and lessons
learnt during the implementation of the 2012-2014
Strategic Plan.

There were many opportunities in 2014 which
| found very gratifying. First, we managed to
conduct an advocacy mission in Mali to lobby the
government to strengthen the Malian Human Rights
Commission, the Commission National des Droits
de 'Homme du Mali (CNDH). The National Council
for Civil Liberties and Human Rights of Libya which
became the 44th member of the network. Our
advocacy for appointment of new commissioners
at the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights
finally paid off.

We adopted innovative learning and training
methodologies that enabled us take advantage
of expanding opportunities especially in the area
of ICT. Among these methodologies included
the blended learning approach which allowed us
to reach a wider membership but using already
available resources such as the internet.

While responding to a growing scarcity of a pool of
skilled and competent trainers among our members,
our Expert Accreditation Program managed to train
and accredit five experts who are currently being
utilized as resource persons among National Human
Rights Institutions (NHRIs).

We will seize the year 2015 and continue to
professionally and efficiently carry out our most
central duty, and most importantly, ensure that our
members are fully equipped with knowledge and
expertise to effectively champion human rights for
all Africans.

As | conclude, | wish to thank all our donors and
members for their support. | would also like to thank
the people who have been part of the process of
developing the activities that are contained in this
annual report and the contribution of our members.

Gilbert Sebihogo
Executive Director, NANHRI



The year 2014 marked the end of the NANHRI 2012-
2014 strategic plan thus necessitating a review of
the progress of the plan’s implementation. The
year 2014 also being the third and final year of the
plan saw the Secretariat seek ways of ensuring full
implementation of the plan.

In this report, NANHRI looks back on at its
achievements, challenges and lessons learnt during
the third and final year of the 2012-2014 strategic
plan. The aim of the report is to reflect and share
NANHRI's work, needs, success, challenges and
lessons learned both internally (with the Steering
Committee) and externally with its stakeholders
(member NHRIs, partners and donors) and to chart
a way forward.

Some of the major highlights of the year include:

« Conclusion of the strategic planning process
that conceived a new vision and revised goals
for the year 2015-2019

* The National Council for Civil Liberties and
Human Rights of Libya became the 44th
member of NANHRI and gets accredited with
status B at the ICC,

* The Kenya National Commission on Human
Rights gets new commissioners

* NANHRI lobbies the Malian government to
strengthen the Commission Nationale des Droits
de I'Homme of Mali

* The (pilot) Expert Accreditation Program
concludes with the accreditation of 5 human
rights experts

NANHRI's activities were supported by funds from
member NHRI contributions and donors namely the
MacArthur Foundation, the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency through the
Raoul Wallenberg Institute, and the European
Union through the Association for the Prevention of
Torture (APT).
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NEW STRATEGIC PLAN, MISSION AND VISION

Having successfully implemented the 2012-2014
Strategic Plan (SP), NANHRI| embarked on another
strategic planning process for the period 2015-2019.
The process, which was implemented under the
context of the NANHRI and RWI partnership, began
with a consultative phase in which NANHRI sought
to get the views of key stakeholders including its
member institutions, partners and staff of the
NANHRI Secretariat in terms of their perception on
the implementation of the previous plan and the
way forward for the organization. This consultative
process culminated into a high level strategic
planning session which brought together members
of the NANHRI Steering Committee in Nairobi,
Kenya.

Members of the Steering Committee during the strategic
planning session in Nairobi, Kenya

The session served as a platform for evaluating the
feedback received from the various stakeholders
as well as a platform for deliberating on the
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NANHRI proposed priorities going forward. The
strategic planning session also offered the Steering
committee with an opportunity to discuss their
potential roles in terms of governance, leadership
and resource mobilization in the next five years
period in order to ensure successful completion of
the 2015-2019 strategic plan.

At the conclusion of the Strategic planning session,
key priorities for NANHRI going forward were
adopted and the NANHRI vision and mission were
adopted in an effort by the organization to better
align itself with the dynamic African human rights
terrain and the emerging challenges. The new vision
and mission are as outlined below:

Vision

A continent with effective NHRIs, contributing to an
enhanced human rights culture and justice for every
African

Mission

To support, through national,  regional and
international co-operation, the establishment and
strengthening of national human rights institutions
to more effectively undertake their mandate of
human rights promotion, protection, monitoring
and advocacy.

The strategic plan document has since been
finalized and adopted by the entire network.

PARIS PRINCIPLES COMPLIANCE BY AFRICAN
NHRIs

A central focus of NANHRI is to support the
establishment and strengthening of independent
NHRIs in the region to be Paris Principles compliant.
To help achieve this goal, NANHRI provides advice to
and sensitizes NHRIs, governments and civil society
groups on the unigue status of NHRIs; their roles
and functions; their relationship with government,
parliament and civil society; and the importance
of the international accreditation process. It does
this through various strategies including offering
technical advice and support to these actors with
a view to attaining compliance with international
standards as set out in the Paris Principles as
well as on dealing with operational issues such as
organizational structure, operational procedures
and financial resources; and the development of
best practice models.

In 2014, NANHRI undertook several initiatives that
sought to move African NHRIs towards greater
Paris Principles compliance as below:

The National Council for Civil Liberties and Human
Rights of Libya (NCCLHRL) became the 44th
NANHRI member of the Network after the NANHRI
Steering Committee approved its application for
membership. This approval was granted during
a meeting of the Steering Committee held in
Marrakech, Morocco in November 2014. The
NCCLHRL had earlier on submitted its application
for membership to the NANHRI secretariat which
reviewed the consideration as per the provisions of
the NANHRI Constitution and submitted a report
to the Accreditation Committee. Consideration for
admission (Admission Procedure) is provided by the
Constitution of NANHRI in its Article 13. In making
this consideration, the Accreditation Committee
analyzed the request for membership, which was
accompanied by the required information and
documentation, and made its recommendations to
the Steering Committee. The Steering Committee
in turn, and as mandated by Article 14 of the
NANHRI Constitution, admitted the NCCLHRL to
the Network as an observer member.

The appointment of new Commissioners at the
Kenya National Commission on Human Rights
(KNCHR) was a result of intense efforts by key
stakeholders including NANHRI who lobbied the
Government of Kenya through various concerned
agencies to prioritize and expedite the process of
appointing Commissioners.

Participants during the induction retreat of new commissioners
held at the Lukenya Getaway on May 5th 20]74.



The process had been plagued by political
interference and numerous court cases that led
to the KNCHR operating without commissioners
for a period of 2 years (2012-2014). The sustained
advocacy eventually led to the appointment of
Commissioners in March 2014, the commission
was once again fully constituted and had the
opportunity to regain the confidence of the public
and various stakeholders. The new commissioners
are Commissioner Kagwiria Mbogori - Chairperson,
Commissioner George Morara Monyoncho - Vice
Chairperson, Commissioner Jedidah Wakonyo
Waruhiu, and Commissioner Suzanne Shatikha
Chivusia.

Cognizant of the fact that many Commissioners
take up their positions with limited awareness
of the roles which they are expected to play, and
in some instances, also limited exposure and
experience to international human rights law and
standards, NANHRI in partnership with OHCHR
seized the opportunity to support the KNCHR by
offering technical and financial support towards the
induction of the newly appointed commissioners.
The induction retreat included discussions on
the implications of the Paris Principles, with a
particular focus on the concepts of independence
and pluralism, as well as strategies for effective
engagement with the international and regional
human rights systems, including UN treaty bodies,
special procedures, the Human Rights Council as
well as the African human rights mechanisms. The
seminar brought together the newly appointed
commissioners, former commissioners, government
representatives as well as representatives of civil
society organizations. The retreat also included a
capacity building component on good governance
and strategic leadership.

During the reporting period, NANHRI responded
to the Malian government’s request for technical
support with a view to strengthening the Mali NHRI.
NANHRI together with a multi-stakeholder team
comprising of the Organisation Internationale de la
Francophonie (OIF), the Association Francophone
des Commissions Nationales des Droits de 'lHomme
( AFCNDH)the OHCHR and the United Nations
Mission for Support to Mali (MINUSMA) provided
technical support to the Malian Human Rights
Commission, the Commission National des Droits
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de 'Homme du Mali (CNDH).

Gilbert Sebihogo- Executive Director NANHRI (seated third left)
with the team meeting Malian President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita.

The mission conducted under a gaps analysis
program was aimed at re-establishing the NHRI with
a view to enhancing its compliance with the Paris
Principles. The mission team secured a meeting with
Malian government officials including the President
of the Republic of Mali. The President reaffirmed his
commitment towards strengthening the commission
and consequently instructed the Minister for
Justice to expedite the process of implementing
the technical mission’s recommendations and to
ensure that eventually Mali prides itself of a strong
NHRI. This mission also yielded a draft bill aiming to
strengthen the Malian Commission; the bill was left
with the commission for further review and possible
adoption.

In response to a growing scarcity of a pool of skilled
and competent trainers among its membership,
NANHRI through a 5 year joint programme with
the Raoul Wallenberg Institute (RWI) committed
to building a pool of Expert Trainers from within
African NHRIs through a pilot Expert Accreditation
Programme (EAP). The Programme aimed at
enhancing the quality and the number of internal
and external trainers from NHRIs in selected
thematic areas namely: Peace and Conflict; Business
and Human Rights; Torture; Rights of Persons with
Disabilities and Gender and Human Rights.

The Expert Accreditation Programme began in
November 2013 and was completed in May 2014
through a series of workshops in Nairobi, Lund
(Sweden) and Johannesburg. Ten candidates were
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selected to undergo the training after a competitive
selection process and were taken through a rigorous
capacity building exercise. The first step was to
build their training skills through a trainer-of -trainer
process and second was to deepen their knowledge
in their respective thematic areas. To this effect, the
candidates were linked up with experienced content
experts at the regional and international level who
mentored them in their respective thematic areas. A
key highlight of the last workshop in Johannesburg
was that the experts were required to make a one
hour presentation in front of a pre-determined
target audience within their own topic either alone
or in pairs. A review on the performance of each
candidate was conducted by NANHRI and the RWI,
together with a Trainer of Trainer Expert and the
Content mentors. A final evaluation report of each
of the candidates together with recommendations
was submitted to the Steering Committee for
consideration.

Five experts were subsequently accredited as
outlined below:

Thematic Area Country/NHRI Name of
candidate
Peace & Kenya Lucy Minayo
Conflict Lugalia
South Africa Abdul Kayum
Ahmed
Torture Kenya John Kamanda
prevention Mucheke
Uganda Ruth Ssekindi
Rights of Kenya Bernard
persons with Mogesa
disabilities

Though being a pilot project the outcome was a
big success. Since the conclusion, NANHRI has
already engaged two alumni of the programme
who successfully participated as resource persons
during two thematic training workshops on
promotion and protection of the rights of PwDs
(2014) and a Seminar on Conflict Management,
Resolution and Peace Building (2014). This stood
out as one key achievement under the programme
as NANHRI looks forward to more engagements
with these experts on the various interventions
planned for in the future. Also worth mentioning
is the fact that the accredited experts from the
Kenyan Commission designed and implemented

10

training workshops within their institution for their
colleagues thus responding to the initial objective
of building the capacity of African NHRIs to develop
in-house training programmes.

Participants at a session during the workshop.

Buoyed by the success of the pilot project, NANHRI
intends to embark on another round of Expert
Accreditation in 2016.

In its endeavor to provide better services to its
membership, NANHRI in collaboration with the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
launched a project dubbed “The Study on the state
of National Human Rights Institutionsin Africa”. The
study seeks to establish the state of NHRIs in Africa,
in relation to their role and capacity to promote
and protect human rights; their independence and
pluralism; NHRI financing; and rights based service
delivery and development models, for adoption by
respective countries and NHRIs in the region. The
study has identified nine (9) African NHRIs which
will serve as case studies for the project. The final
report of the study is expected in 2015 and the
outcome will be used for capacity programming for
NHRIs in Africa.

NANHRI has always given priority to equipping
its member institutions with the necessary skills
and knowledge to better perform their duties of
promoting and protecting human rights. To attain
this goal, the NANHRI has built an invaluable
partnership with the Raoul Wallenberg Institute
for Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (RWI)



and together they deliver this annual training

programme for African NHRIs.

Through this partnership, the 2014 Foundation
Course was conducted for 24 staff members from
11 African NHRIs. The aim was to introduce NHRI
staff to the international and regional human
rights systems, the history, concept, role and
mandates of NHRIs, and to encourage sharing of
experiences and best practices in relation to the
functioning, achievements and challenges among
the participating NHRIs. The foundation course had
two components; an online training course that
was followed by a five day face-to-face training
workshop which brought together participants who
successfully completed the online course.

Participants following a presentation during the training

Participants gained critical knowledge and
understanding of international human rights law
including the key human rights instruments, the
African Human Rights Systems and the core roles
and functions of NHRIs. The workshop focused on
the role of NHRIs in dealing with specific thematic
areas; business and humanrights, peace and conflict,

1
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rights of persons with disabilities, gender and human
rights. Most importantly, the face to face forum
served as a platform for exchanging experiences
and good practices in relation to the functioning,
achievements and challenges of their respective
NHRIs and at the same time strengthening networks
among NHRIs in the region. The training was hosted
by the Commission on Human Rights and Good
Governance of Tanzania (CHRAG). Participating
NHRIs were drawn from: Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya,
Malawi, Nigeria, South Africa, South Sudan, Uganda,
Zambia and Zimbabwe.

STRENGTHENING THE NANHRI SECRETARIAT

The Network of African National Human Rights
Institutions (NANHRI) in partnership with and
with the support of the Open Society Initiative for
Southern Africa (OSISA) initiated a one year project
dubbed - A Region Free of Torture: Enhancing the
Leading Role of NHRIs in the Prevention of torture
and lll-treatment in Southern Africa. The main aim
of the project was to strengthen the capacity of
Southern Africa NHRIs to carry out effective human
rights monitoring and build up their relationship with
CSOs to complement their advocacy work around
torture prohibition, combating and prevention
through cooperation between the two at national
and regional level.

As outlined in the project agreement, an end of
project evaluation was a mandatory requirement;
thus NANHRI as the implementer and through
its staff conducted the evaluation to assess the
extent to which the project’s anticipated outcome
was achieved. The evaluation established that the
project was designed and implemented in a fairly
efficient manner, though with a few flaws. Though
the project performed well in implementation and
in intermediate results, the performance would have
been much better with a succinct performance
measurement framework in place and with
necessary follow ups. The project however excelled
in terms of cost optimization, exhibiting an optimal
use of resources to achieve the target objectives.
The practical use of the published report such as
the Investigations guidelines by relevant target
groups stood out as key output under the project.
Overall, NANHRI found the assessment exercise to
be very invaluable as it provided lessons for project
implementation and management. The evaluation
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exercise also served as a capacity strengthening
process for the NANHRI Secretariat as it provided
an opportunity for introspection in terms of the
manner in which NANHRI designs, implements and
follows up on its programmes.

FOCUS ON THEMATIC AREAS

Three years ago NANHRI entered into a partnership
with the Association for the Prevention of Torture
(APT) and launched a three year project dubbed
‘An African continent united against torture’ The
project was part of alarger strategy that the APT and
NANHRI undertook to prevent torture prevalence in
the African continent. Under the project, a series of
practical capacity building and experience sharing
activities were designed to reinforce NHRIs capacity
to deal with the most challenging issues related to
the prevention of torture.

The first activity under the project, was a blended
learning Incubator Training on Investigating
Allegations of Torture, that took place in April 2013.
The training was composed of a distance learning
course (2-14 April 2013) and a face to face workshop
(23-24 April 2013) held in Johannesburg. The
main objective of the training was to enhance the
capacity of African NHRIs to address allegations of
torture in accordance with international standards
through a peer-to-peer exchange.

The second and third activities of the project
were a Blended Learning Training on “Monitoring
Places of Detention” for English speaking NHRIs
that took place in November 2013 and the training
on “Monitoring Places of Detention” for French
speaking NHRIs that took place from 19- 22 May
2014 in Lomé, Togo.

The two trainings were enriched by the exchange of
good practice that was translated into practical on-
site visiting exercises, for example the Anglophone
group in Kampala visited detention places in the city
and the Luzira Central Prison while the Francophone
visited the Lome Central Police Station and the
Lome Central Prison.

The two trainings reported high rate of
implementation at national level among NHRIs, for
example, Algeria NHRI designed its own practical
manual on procedures and guidelines for monitoring
places of detention to serve as internal reference.
The result was a reduction in time taken as well as
improved quality of work in terms of reports and
recommendation.

In Cote d’lvoire the commission conducted a training
workshop on constitutional and legal provisions
for the absolute prohibition of torture, inhuman
and degrading treatment or punishment for CSOs,
NGOs, the Police, Government representatives and
its staff.

The Niger and Moroccan commissions greatly
supported the campaigns for the ratification and
implementation of the OPCAT in their respective
countries. Recently, the two countries finally
ratified the OPCAT becoming the 75th & the 76th
state parties respectively to the torture prevention
mechanism.

The fourth activity under the project was the
learning incubator training for Public Officials in
Prevention of Torture that was held in Yaoundé
Cameroon. The main objective of this training
was to enhance the capacity of the African NHRIs
to identify the training needs of law enforcement
personnel with regards to torture prevention
and to develop institutional strategies to better

A Participant facilitating during the workshop



contribute to responding to these needs. The face-
to-face workshop was preceded, in October 2014,
by a two-week online course and discussion forum.
The event in Yaoundé then allowed participants to
deepen their knowledge and understanding of the
different options available to them with regards to
law enforcement training.

As the project comes to an end in 2015, NANHRI and
APT will be holding the fifth joint capacity building
activity on ‘Blended Learning Training on "Reducing
the Over Use of Pretrial Detention” starting with
online training (8th to 22nd April 2015) followed up
by face to face workshop in Kigali, Rwanda as from
19th to 21st May 2015. A high level closing conference
will be held in the context of NANHRI’s 10th biennial
conference later in October 2015.

Protecting and promoting the human rights of
persons with disabilities has emerged as a priority
theme for National Human Rights Institutions due
to the emphasis the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities places on monitoring at
the national level.

|. Various initiatives on the African continent highlight
the importance of accessibility for and inclusion of
persons with disabilities across all spheres of life.

NANHRI in partnership with Raoul Wallenberg
Institute for Human Rights and Humanitarian Law in
2014 began a process towards the development of
a monitoring guide for use by NHRIs in monitoring
the rights of persons living with disabilities at
the national level. This process culminated into a
workshop in Kampala Uganda. This was a follow
up to a workshop conducted in 2013 under the
theme “non-discrimination and equality with a
specific focus on marginalized groups’. The 2013
workshop focused on the rights of persons living
with disabilities, the elderly and sexual orientation
and gender identity rights issues. This follow-up
workshop largely focused on the monitoring role of
NHRIs as provided for under article 33 of the UN-
Convention on Right of Persons with Disability (UN-
CRPD). The workshop aimed at providing guidance
to NHRIs on how they can effectively play their
monitoring role as provided for under Article 33
monitoring of the CRPD and with optimal results. It
also aimed at facilitating a process where NHRI staff

13
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working on the rights of persons with disabilities
could discourse together, identify problems
and offer practical solutions towards effective

monitoring. Most importantly, the workshop tested
and attempted to further refine a draft ‘Article 33
Monitoring guide’ that is currently being developed
and shall be finalised for onward use by all African
NHRIs in 2015.

\Va

This processis stillongoing and it is envisaged that in
2015, the monitoring guide would be distributed to
NHRIs for testing before finalisation and validation
by African NHRIs.

Participants at the workshop

A positive outcome of this process that is already
worth mentioning is the fact that the Zambia Human
Rights Commission, after the Kampala workshop,
proceeded to develop a monitoring tool on
monitoring of the rights of persons with disabilities
in detention facilities. This is a positive outcome
that should be encouraged and applauded.

Human Rights in conflict and post conflict states
continue to be a priority human rights issue in the
African continent. In a bid to address this issue,
NANHRI continuously works towards an outcome
where NHRIs in the East African Community are
increasingly able to provide good joint practices
and strategies in relation to their role in conflict
prevention through early warning mechanisms,
resolution and peace-building.

Under a continued partnership with the RWI,
NANHRI held a seminar in Rwanda to review the
implementation of the East African National Human
Rights Institutions’ 3 year Action Plan on Conflict
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Management and Peace-building adopted in May
2013. This was a follow up activity to a series of
interventions that had taken place in 2012 and
2013 seeking to build the capacity of NHRIs in the
East African Community in this particular area.
The workshop presented the EAC NHRIs with an
opportunity to share experiences in terms of the
status of the implementation of the action plan,
achievements as well as the challenges encountered.
A capacity building session on Conflict Early
Warning with a focus on the activities that could
be undertaken by NHRIs to avert any likelihood of
conflict situation at the national and regional level
was also included in the seminar.

The five EAC NHRIs reported a high rate of
implementation of the Action Plans with all
the institutions having implemented staff and
stakeholders’ trainings in Conflict Management,
Resolution and Peace building. The Rwandan
Commission reported facilitating several trainings
for staff members in areas of; conflict management,
resolution, peace building and Early Warning. The
Ugandan Commission trained a total of 27 staff
members from 9 regional offices in Alternative
Dispute Resolution (ADR); 2 staff members from
their Fort Portal office participated in a 2-day
training on Early Warning and conflict prevention;
they also carried out sensitization and training for
communities and state agents in peace, human
rights and justice; and monitored and analyzed
the peace and human rights situation in the Acholi
region publishing a report titled ‘Picking up the
pieces in Acholi sub region’.

The Tanzania Commission has developed a 5-year
comprehensive National Human Rights Action Plan
in which conflict management and peace building is
one of the objectives; conducted public education
on human rights, good governance, administrative
justice and peace; the commission has further set
up indicators for tracking potential conflict through
the existing National Human Rights Action Plan
(NHRAP) and Human Rights Monitoring Tools.
Finally, the Kenya National Commission on Human
Rights reported training 20 staff members in peace
and conflict, developed a conflict Early Warning
and Response Unit that focused on the Karamoja
and Somali cluster; and an Early Warning System
applied during elections and internal displacement;
Trained councils of elders on peace, conflict and

Alternative Dispute Resolution.

Participants at the capacity building workshop on conflict
management, resolution and peace building, Kigali, Rwanda.

In light of the upcoming general elections in all the
EAC countries; starting with Burundi and Tanzania
in 2015; Uganda in 2016; Rwanda and Kenya in
2017, the EAC NHRIs expressed an urgent need
for “Conducting trainings for EAC NHRIs and key
stakeholders on the fundamentals of elections in
peace processes and on election standards”. This
has been earmarked as one of the activities to be
implemented in 2015.

NANHRI works towards establishing

partnerships in child rights protection

In 2003, the Committee on the Rights of the Child
(CRC Committee) adopted General Comment No.
2 on the Role of Independent National Human
Rights Institutions in the Promotion and Protection
of the Rights of the Child. General Comment No.
2 calls upon State Parties to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC) to ensure that their
National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) play a
significant role in monitoring children’s rights. The
implementation of General Comment No. 2 requires
states to ensure that their NHRIs have a focal point
which serves as a channel for action to address
matters concerning children.

In an effort to build partnerships for better
protection of a child rights, NANHRI represented
NHRIs in a review forum that was organized by
Plan International, a humanitarian child centered



development organization. Plan International had
prior to the forum initiated an assessment whose
overall objective was to establish the effectiveness
of NHRIs in the promotion and protection of a
child rights and implementation of the UN General
Comment No. 2 of the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in the Eastern
and Southern African Region countries. It was also
to assist in identifying opportunities and areas of
engagement between Plan International and these
institutions. The assessment was undertaken in
Kenya, Mozambique and Uganda between October
2013 and January 2014.

The findings revealed that NHRIs faced numerous
challengesaffectingtheirability toeffectivelyengage
in child rights protection work. These included
limited number of staff, insufficient funding, lack of
formal and existing partnerships and/or alliances
between the NHRIs and other stakeholders and lack
of Children’s Ombudsmen. The assessment report
recommended that there was need for a formalized
system of engagement between NHRIs, state and
non-state actors working on children rights, NHRIs
should consider increasing the number of staff in
a specialized directorate/department to deal with
the promotion and protection of child rights, both
technical and financial support should be given to
NANHRI to implement its strategic plan and develop
a capacity building programme for NHRIs as well
as strengthen coordination of NHRIs working in
the East and Southern African regions. The forum
finally deliberated on the way forward in relation to
NHRIs engagements on addressing violence against
children and came up with draft action plans for
Plan International country offices with participating
NHRIs and NANHRI for adoption.

As already indicated above, General Comment
No. 2 calls upon State Parties to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child (CRC) to ensure that
their NHRIs play a significant role in monitoring
children’s rights. A number of NHRIs have instituted
child rights units within their operational structures.
These institutions include Mauritius, Malawi Uganda
and Zambia where functional child rights units are
fully operational. However, a significant number of
countries have not established child rights units
within their NHRIs. Mozambigue National Human
Rights Commission is one of those that continue to
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operate without a child rights unit or department
and has no Commissioner specially assigned to deal
with matters involving children. This situation has
presented a major challenge for children’s rights in
Mozambique as the lack of a functional child rights
unit can negatively affect the extent to which these
rights are made visible and realized.

It is against this background, that NANHRI
together with five other organizations, namely
Plan Mozambigque, ROSC, Rede da Crianca, Save
the Children, and UNDP, put together a joint effort
towards organizing a workshop in collaboration
with the Mozambigue Human Rights Commission
to explore possibilities of establishing a child rights
unit within the Commission. During this workshop,
NANHRI inducted the commissioners on how NHRIs
could effectively advance human rights and child
rights through advocacy.

NANHRI was invited by the African Committee
of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
during its 23rd Session in Addis Ababa to discuss
the possibility of granting of affiliate status to
African NHRIs given their mandate of promoting
and protecting human rights. These discussions
are a very welcome development for NANHRI since
such a status will enable NHRIs to monitor and
report on recommendations and communications
of the ACERWC at the national level.

Budgetary control and analysis is a critical tool
for monitoring gaps between policies and action,
for ensuring the progressive realization of human
rights, for advocating alternative policy choices and
prioritization, and ultimately for strengthening the
accountability of duty-bearers for the fulfilment of
their obligations.

In July 2014, NANHRI in collaboration with the
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS) convened a joint
stakeholders’ conference to keenly interrogate
the nexus between budgetary control, corruption
and human rights from an African perspective
for effective engagement of state and non-state
actors in championing for adequate allocation and
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effective utilization of public resources for the full
realization of human rights for both, the current and
future generations. Participants comprised mainly
of parliamentary watchdog committees; officials
from state law offices; officials from the offices
of budget controllers and auditors general; state
watchdog agencies such as the anti-corruption
units, the ombudspersons and the public protectors;
State and non-state Human Rights Institutions; Civil
Society; Private Sector; Academia and the media.

The conference reviewed different conceptual
approaches for addressing issues of human rights,
entitlements, political accountability and citizen
participation in budgetary process and to provide
guidance for the identification of entry points,
methodologies and partners who can help to
strengthen voice, accountability and responsiveness
to the citizens in policy and budget processes. The
two day conference was attended by delegates
from fifteen African countries, namely, Angola
Botswana, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC), Ghana, Kenya, Mozambigue, Namibia,
Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania,
Uganda and Zimbabwe.

In conclusion the organizers and the delegates
pledged to continue exploring possible solutions to
the existing challenges and to build strong networks
for continuous engagement and dialogue in search
of sustainable solutions.

Internationally, NANHRI participated in the 4th
annual tripartite strategic partnership review
meeting which was held pursuant to the tripartite
framework agreement that was concluded between
UNDP/OHCHR/ICC in March 2011. The partnership
aims at increasing cooperation among the parties
towards better coordinating and leveraging of
knowledge, expertise and capacity aimed at
strengthening the effectiveness of national human
rights institutions (NHRIs).

The objective of the 4th Tripartite Strategic
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Partnership Review Meeting was to review progress
made in the implementation of decisions made
at previous strategic partnership meetings and to
identify opportunities for future cooperation among
the partners. Against this background, a number of
substantive decisions relevant to the partnership
arose from the meeting, including in relation to: the
institutionalization of global methodologies for the
NHRI capacity assessment and gap analysis ; the
Multi Partner Trust Fund; Knowledge management
and communications; The post 2015 development
agenda; Extractive industries; Leadership
development; Networks involving NHRIs including
sub-regional and cross-regional networks; and
reporting and monitoring of implementation of
decisions of this meeting.

The potentially crucial role of NHRIs with regard to
the post 2015 development agenda was highlighted
in seminar organized by UNDP. These include among
others: contributing to the development of National
Action plans; being conveners for discussions;
monitoring the implementation of development
plans; reporting at national, regional and global
levels on progress made. Partners identified the
need to actively advocate for the roles of NHRIs
in the implementation of the CRPD and the ICC
was invited to participate in the 7th Conference of
States Parties to the CRPD (COSP 7).

Following an invitation to participate in a joint
African  Union/European Union seminar, on
fostering the implementation of the UN Guiding
Principles on Business and Human Rights through
regional cooperation, NANHRI made a presentation
on “the African Strategy to advance the Business
and Human Rights agenda”. The seminar was an
outcome of previous African Union (AU) - European
Union (EU) Human Rights Dialogue of November
2013 organized within the framework of the Joint
Africa-EU Strategy. The Seminar’'s main objective
was to promote the UN Guiding Principles (UNGPs)
on BHR in the two regions and to foster peer
learning opportunities as well as potential areas of
future cooperation between the two institutions.
Some of the outcomes of the workshop was the
development of an African framework on Business
and Human Rights and possible EU assistance in
developing National Action Plans on Business and
Human Rights upon request.
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The UN on the other hand extended their technical support and expertise in the process. The Chair of
UN Working Group on Human Rights and Business stressed the need for global commitment to human
rights and business and placed more emphasis on implementation by sharing lessons learned at country
level. He also signaled that the UN was in the process of preparing simplified guidelines that could assist
all stakeholders champion the implementation of the Guiding Principles. The simple guidelines would be
availed in December 2014. The seminar was held within the broader framework of the UN Human Rights and
Business forum and brought together the UN, African Union and European Union stakeholders concerned
with the issue of Human Rights and Business (BHR). In conclusion, both AU and EU reaffirmed their support
and commitment to the implementation of the UNGPs. The AU stated their endeavor to develop an African
owned framework to implement the UNGPs so as to accommodate the unigueness of the continent, and
called upon the RECs, AU Organs and NGOs to work with them.

The 2012-2016 Action Plan for the Human Rights Strategy for Africa calls for strengthening the collaboration
on the implementation of decisions of African human rights bodies. In recognition of the important role of
NHRIs in promoting and protecting human rights at national level, the African Commission currently grants
affiliate status to NHRIs which meet stipulated criteria.

In an effort to develop strong African NHRIs to contribute active monitoring of states’ implementation
of decisions of regional Human Rights Mechanisms as part of the process of implementing the Human
Rights Strategy for Africa, NANHRI implemented a capacity building project for its members in monitoring
implementation of decisions on communications of the African human rights bodies. The project has two
components; the online learning course that was conducted between 22nd of September to 3rd October
2014 and a face to face training scheduled for 12th and 14th November in Niger. The face to face workshop
was however postponed due to Ebola outbreak and will now be held in at the margins of the 56th Ordinary
Session of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights to be held in Banjul, the Gambia from 19th
- 20th April 2015. The project is being implemented in partnership with and with the support of the Open
Society Foundations (OSF); Organisation International de la Francophonie (OIF) and the Implementation
Center of the Bristol University.

17



Annual Report 2014

NANHRI is increasingly adopting training
methodologies that will enable it to counter
increasing resource challenges and to also take
advantage of expanding opportunities especially
in the area of ICT. Among these methodologies
include the blended learning approach which
enables NANHRI to reach a wider membership
but using already available resources such as the
internet. To this effect, it has conducted blended
learning workshops which seek to include an online
learning component to the training workshops. In
2014, NANHRI conducted 3 training workshops in
the blended learning format.

In addition, NANHRI has also resorted to developing
tangible resources for use by NHRIs that have a
wider reach than training workshops that would
usually only benefit a limited number of participants
from within NHRIs. These resources include guides,
manuals and tools that can serve as useful references
andresourcesover along period of time. Forexample
under the ‘a region free of torture’ project that was
funded by OSISA, NANHRI developed a Torture
Investigation and documentation and monitoring
guideline. And in 2014, it began the process of
developing a monitoring guide for use by NHRIs
in monitoring the promotion and protection of the
rights of Persons with Disabilities as provided for
in the UN-CRPD. The development of this manual
is still underway and it is earmarked for finalization
and roll-out to all NHRIs in 2015.

Also in the context of training workshops, NANHRI
adopted training methodologies that sought to
infuse a practical approach to learning. It did this
by organizing field visits for participants during
training workshops. Case in point is the field visits
that were conducted during the development of
the monitoring guide for the rights of persons with
disabilities in Kampala, Uganda. Here, other than
sitting through plenary sessionsand group works, the
participants were also provided with an opportunity
to practically test the monitoring guide in a mental
health hospital, a clinic, a school and a government
office (Gender Ministry). Participants attending the
two trainings on monitoring places of detention
also benefited from on-site visiting exercises where
the Anglophone group in Kampala visited detention
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places in the city while the Francophone visited the
Lome Central Police Station and the Lome Central
Prison.

The evaluation of the project ‘a region free of
torture’ implemented through funding support by
OSISA provided great lessons to NANHRI in terms
of project design and development especially on
the need to properly align objectives and activities
in order to increase chances of attaining the desired
outcomes or goals.

One of the biggest challenges that the network and
its member NHRIs are facing is lack of adequate
budgetary allocations. Many NHRIs have been
unable to operate effectively due to inadequate
funds; some have had their budgets cut due to
various reasons such as pursuing cases that involve
the executive and legislative arms of government.
This challenge has a trickledown effect on NANHRI
as these same members are unable to meet their
subscription obligations to the Network and
thus negatively hampering the operations of the
Network.

The NANHRI secretariat has very lean personnel (5
staff members) and this hinders it from carrying out
its mandate effectively. This challenge needs to be
overcome if the Network is to continue growing and
meeting the needs of its members at the regional
and international level.

Another challenge facing African NHRIs is the
delayed appointment of commissioners in a number
of countries. The lack of leadership has affected the
capacity of these NHRIs in being accountable to the
public and slowed down the pace of human rights
promotion and protection in Africa.

The lack of capacity to deal with emerging human
rights issues hinder African NHRIs to effectively
deal with human rights violations associated with
these issues for example:

* Business infringement on human rights
especially in the extractive sector

* Spread of terrorism activities in the continent

» Discrimination of vulnerable groups especially
the sexual minorities

» Persecution and reprisals on human rights
defenders



Finally, the Ebola outbreak in West Africa was
and still is a big challenge to NHRIs operating in
the affected countries. The outbreak has put into
sharp focus the role of NHRIs during Public Health
emergencies. NANHRI's planned capacity building
activities in West Africa failed to take place in 2014
due to the outbreak, at the same time participation
of West African NHRIs to meetings outside the sub
region was greatly hampered.

2015 is very crucial year to NANHRI as it marks the
beginning of a new Strategic Plan 2015-2019, which
lays down our blueprint for the next five years.

NANHRI will seek to optimize its relevance and
potential impact of its membership in promoting
a culture of respect for human rights in Africa,
by leveraging on the existing partnerships and
forging additional linkages with key regional and
international human rights organizations and policy
making bodies.

NANHRI intends to curve in identifying and
offering timely policy analysis and advice on
human rights concerns relevant to today’s world.
From business and human rights issues to debates
on sexual minorities, the NANHRI looks to help
policy makers and policy-influencers understand
the dynamics of a particular issue and its possible
evolution and implications, as well as provide policy
recommendations thereon.

The year 2015 also marks the end of the Millennium
Development Goals and the UN General Assembly
is set to adopt “Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG)”. The Strategic Plan has given priority
to ECOSOC rights in recognition of the crucial
opportunity for NHRIs to advance human rights-
based sustainable development at national level.

African NHRIs will also continue to face a litmus
test as they monitor governments counter terrorism
measures to ensure that there are safeguards of the
rule of law, including mechanisms for accountability
and that action taken against criminal suspects does
not lead to serious human rights violations such as
secret detention, detention without charge or trial,
torture, “disappearance”, and unfair trials without
being seen by the citizenry as being sympathetic
to terrorists.
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The Network organs

The General Assembly

The General Assembly, which is comprised of all the
Network members and their agents, is the highest
decision-making organ of the Network.

The powers of the General Assembly are:

Define the general orientations of the Network
especially those program activities that lead to the

realization of the general objectives of the Network

+  Admit new members; and in cases of appeal, rule
on the complaints tabled by a National institution
contesting the decision made by the Steering

e Committee as regards their request for
membership

e Make decisions on expulsions following the
recommendations by the Steering Committee

+ Amend the Constitution of the Network

* |dentify the location of the permanent secretariat

» Establish committees and ad hoc bodies

 Set the amount of membership fees, annual
subscriptions and contributions to be paid by
members following recommendations of the
Steering Committee.

» Elect the President and the Vice President of the
Network

* Approve the budget and the financial statements
of the Network

* Receive and approve reports of the Steering
Committee and other Network organs

 Approve the reports of the Chairperson, the

Steering Committee and other organs.

The General Assembly of the Network meets once
every two years in ordinary session during the
biennial conference of the Network. It may also hold
extra-ordinary sessions.

The Steering Committee is the governing organ
of NANHRI. The chairperson of the Steering
Committee is also the NANHRI Chairperson. Its
responsibilities, which are outlined in Article 34 of the
NANHRI Constitution, include general control and
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management of the Secretariat, the appointment
and supervision of the Executive Director and
other senior staff of the Secretariat and any other
functions assigned to it in the present Constitution
and by the General Assembly. It comprises of nine
members four of whom are ex-officio and the
remaining five are elected from amongst the full
members of the Network. Elections for the organs
for the Network were held during the meeting of
the General Assembly held on 27 Novemlber 2013 in
Accra, Ghana. The elected office holders are:

* NANHRI Chair: Ms
Commissioner, Commission on Human Rights

Lauretta V Lamptey,
and Administrative Justice - Ghana

* NANHRI Vice-Chair: Dr Chemuta D Banda, Chair,
National Commission on Human Rights and
Freedoms - Cameroon

* Immediate Former NANHRI Chair: Adv. Lourence
M Mushwana, Chair, South African Human Rights
Commission

* Host Institution of the NANHRI
Ms. Chair,
Commission on Human Rights

Secretariat:
Kagwiria Mbogori, Kenya National
* Central Africa Representative: Rev. Emmanuel
Chair,
Indépendante des Droits de I'Homme -Burundi

Ntakarutimana, Commission Nationale

* North Africa Representative: Mr Driss El Yazami,
Chair, Conseill National des Droits de 'Homme -
Morocco

e Southern Africa Representative: Amb. Sophie A
Kalinde, Chair, Malawi Human Rights Commission

* West Africa Representative: Prof. Bem Angwe,
Executive Secretary, National Human Rights
Commission of Nigeria

» East Africa Representative: Mr Med SK Kaggwa,
Chair, Uganda Human Rights Commission

The Accreditation Committee is composed of one
member from each of the five African regions with
the Chair being elected among the members of the
Steering Committee.

The main task of the Accreditation Committee is to
review and make recommendations on membership

applications.

This committee does not determine the status of
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NHRIs as this task is left to the ICC Sub Committee
on Accreditation so as to avoid duplication and a
possible unnecessary contradiction.

Members of the Accreditation Committee are as
follows:
Africa National

Commission on Human Rights and Freedoms -

* Central Representative -

Cameroon

* North Africa Representative - Commission

Nationale des Droits de 'Homme - Mauritania
» East Africa Representative Commission Nationale
Indépendante des Droits de 'Homme - Burundi

« West Africa Representative - Human Rights

Commission of Sierra Leone

* South Africa Representative - Office of the

Ombudsman - Namibia

The Bureau is comprised of the Chair, the Vice
Chair, and the Chairperson of the Accreditation
Committee.

The NANHRI Secretariat is a permanent body
that coordinates all activities of the Network in
supporting and strengthening African NHRIs. [t
is hosted by the Kenya National Commission on
Human Rights (KNCHR) in Nairobi, Kenya and
reports to the NANHRI Steering Committee. The
Secretariat managed by Executive Director and
became operational in 2007 and since then, most
of its work has been to put in place effective
institutional and programmatic infrastructure to
implement the Network’s mandate. To achieve its
objectives, the Network endeavors to develop
and nurture a good working relationship with
the African NHRIs and other national, regional
and international partners that are relevant to its
mission. Before 2007, NANHRI's predecessor, the
Coordinating Committee of African National Human
Rights Institutions had its Secretariat hosted by the
South African Human Rights Commission (SAHRC).
In April 2005 during a meeting held in Geneva a
decision was taken to establish an independent and
permanent Secretariat of the then Coordinating
Committee in Kenya. This decision was reaffirmed
in the Abuja Declaration, which was an outcome
of the Fifth Conference of African NHRIs held in
2005 in Abuja, Nigeria. Currently, the Secretariat
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comprises of 5 employees; an executive director, a programs manager, a programme officer, an accountant
and an office administrator.

Membership of the Network is open to all NHRIs in Africa. National institutions wishing to become NANHRI
members are invited to present a request for admission to the Steering Committee, which, shall clearly
indicate whether the institution has been established in conformity with the Paris Principles and should
be justified and accompanied by the necessary documentation. The institution should equally ensure that
its enabling legislation is in conformity with the present NANHRI Constitution. An NHRI that is seeking
membership as an associate member of the Network shall clearly indicate this in the request for admission.
It should also demonstrate that its interests and activities correspond to the Constitution of the Network and
outline what measures it intends to take to ensure compliance with the Paris Principles within a period of not
more than two years. A Full Member may recommend the admission of another institution as an observer
member provided that this proposal is in writing and addressed to the Steering Committee justifying that
the national organization in question meets the requirements for observer status.
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NANHRI Membership and latest ICC accreditation

In NANHRI, compliance with the Paris Principles also forms the basis of membership status. The following

is a comprehensive list of NANHRI members and their respective NANHRI and ICC membership and
accreditation status.

NO:

10.

1.

12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

COUNTRY AND NATIONAL HUMAN
RIGHTS INSTITUTION

Algeria: Commission nationale consultative
de promotion et de protection des droits de
'Homme

Benin: Commission béninoise des droits de
'Homme

Burkina Faso: Commission nationale des
droits de 'Homme

Burundi: Commission nationale indéependan-
te des droits de 'Homme

Cameroon: National Commission on Human
Rights and Freedoms

Cape Verte : Commissao nacional para os
direitos e a cidadania

Chad: Commission nationale des droits de
'Homme

Comoros : Commission nationale des droits
de 'Homme et des libertés

Congo (Democratic Republic of) : Commis-
sion nationale des droits de 'Homme
Congo (Republic of): Commission nationale
des droits de 'Homme

Cote d'lvoire : Commission nationale des
droits de 'Homme

Djibouti : Commission nationale des droits
de 'Homme

Egypt: National Council for Human Rights
Ethiopia: Ethiopian Human Rights Commis-
sion

Gabon: Commission nationale des droits de
'Homme

Ghana: Commission on Human Rights and
Administrative Justice

Guinea (Republic of): Observatoire national
de la démocratie et des droits de 'Homme
Guinea Bissau: Commissao nationale para os
dereitos humanas

Kenya: Kenya National Commission on Hu-
man Rights

Liberia: Independent National Commission
for Human Rights

MEMBERSHIP

Associate member

Observer member

Observer member

Full member

Full member

Observer member

Associate member

Observer member

Observer member

Associate member

Observer member

Observer member

Full member

Associate member

Observer member

Full member

Observer member

Observer member

Full member

Observer member
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STATUS

C

Not ICC accredited

A

A

Not ICC accredited

Not ICC accredited

Not ICC accredited

Not ICC accredited

Not ICC accredited

A
B

Not ICC accredited

A

Not ICC accredited

Not ICC accredited

A

Not ICC accredited



21.

22.
23.

24.

25

26.

27.

28.
29.

30.

3.

32.

&5

34.

55

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.
43.

44.

Madagascar: Commission nationale des
droits de 'Homme

Malawi: Malawi Human Rights Commission

Mali: Commission nationale des droits de
'Homme

Mauritania: Commission nationale des droits
de 'Homme

Mauritius: Commission nationale des droits
de 'lHomme

Morocco: Conseil nationale des droits de
'Homme

Mozambique: Mozambique Human Rights
Commission

Namibia: Office of the Ombudsman

Niger: Commission Nationale des Droits des
'Homme

Nigeria: National Human Rights Commission
of Nigeria

Rwanda: National Commission for Human
Rights

Senegal: Comité sénégalais des droits de
'Homme

Sierra Leone: Human Rights Commission of
Sierra Leone

South Africa: South African Human Rights
Commission

Sudan: The National Commission for Human
Rights of Sudan

South Sudan: South Sudan Human Rights
Commission

Swaziland: Commission on Human Rights
and Public Administration/Integrity

Tanzania: Commission for Human Rights
and Good Governance (CHRGG).

Togo: Commission nationale des droits de
'’homme

Tunisia: Comité supérieur des droits de
'Homme et des libertés fondamentales

Uganda: Uganda Human Rights Commission
Zambia: Zambia Human Rights Commission
Zimbabwe: Zimbabwe Human Rights Com-
mission

Libya: National Council for Civil Liberties
and Human Rights of Libya (NCCLHRL)
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Observer member

Full member

Associate member

Full member

Full member

Full member

Observer member

Full member

Observer member

Full member

Full member

Associate member

Full member

Full member

Observer member

Observer member

Observer member

Full member

Full member

Associate member

Full member
Full member

Observer member

Observer member
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A

Not ICC accredited

A
Not ICC accredited

A

A

Not ICC accredited

Not ICC accredited

Not ICC accredited

A

A
A
Not ICC accredited
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These Paris Principles were adopted in 1993 by the
UN General Assembly and are today accepted as
the test of an NHRI's legitimacy and credibility.

States bear the primary responsibility for the
promotion and protection of human rights within
their jurisdictions. Civil society actors have over the
yvears taken up the role of human rights defenders,
assisting victims in raising their voices over human
rights abuses and conducting key research and
litigation to ensure rights are promoted and
protected. However, protection gaps continue to
exist. Since the 1970s, a new kind of player in this
human rights framework began to arise. Bridging
the gap between civil society and the state, some
countries began to establish national institutions
that were both public bodies created by law and
funded by government, but independent enough to
pursue in better focus, the promotion and protection
of human rights. These national institutions grew
in number and efficiency, leading to their formal
recognition by the United Nations as indispensable
players in human rights defense.

However, there remained significant differences
between NHRIs across the globe. While some were
truly independent and a valuable addition to the
check and balance system that makes contemporary
democracies work, others were only NHRIs by name
but remained heavily reliant on political will. To
ensure that minimum standards were met before a
national institution could be universally recognized,
the Paris Principles (See Annex |) were established
in 1991 by the Workshop on National Institutions
for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights.
These Paris Principles were adopted in 1993 by the
UN General Assembly and are today accepted as
the test of an NHRI's legitimacy and credibility.
An NHRI with A status under the Paris Principles
is accorded the right to address the UN Human
Rights Council, attend sessions in dedicated seating
and issue documents under their own symbol.
There are many different forms of NHRIs. However,
they share the common defining feature of being
an independent body created by government to
promote and protect human rights. However, their
functions vary according to their mandate.

While some are mandated to promote non-
discrimination and civil and political rights, others
also (hold) handle economic, social and cultural
rights. While some only have promotional mandates,
others have protection powers of receiving and
determining complaints of human rights abuses
and powers to initiate investigations. Others too
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have mandates over administrative justice and
allegations of corruption, effectively making these
NHRIs also Ombudsmen. NHRIs may be created
by the Constitution or by statute law and may be
mandated to not only make report to executive
government on the status of human rights in their
respective countries, but also advice parliament.
However, all have the promotional mandate of
raising public awareness and providing human
rights education to the institutions of the state as
well as the general public. NHRIs also form a key
component in the international monitoring of state
compliance to human rights treaties and their
cooperation with international treaty bodies is an
important element in this task.

NHRIs that are in full compliance with the Paris
Principles are accredited as Class A NHRIs. These will
be established by law, be financially and politically
independent of government yet funded by the
public purse and appointed through acceptable
apolitical processes, be mandated to not only
promote but also protect human rights through
receiving complaints and initiating investigations,
and be free to cooperate with international human
rights bodies independent of the state’s foreign
affairs power. NHRIs that only have a partial
compliance with the Paris Principles are accredited
as Class B NHRIs. Class C NHRIs are those that are
not complaint with the Paris Principles.

In NANHRI, compliance with the Paris Principles also
forms the basis of membership status. NANHRI’s
Constitution  determines an  African NHRI's
membership status. Class ‘A" NHRIs are admitted
as full members of NANHRI. They have the right
to vote at the ordinary and extra-ordinary sessions
of the General Assembly and seek elective office
of the Network. They also exercise administrative
and decision making authority over the Network.
‘B’ Status NHRIs, those which strive to comply with
the Paris Principles within a period of not more than
two years, are admitted as associate members of
NANHRI and, can take part in the General Assembly
session but they cannot vote or seek elective
positions.

‘C’ Status NHRIs are non-compliant with the Paris
Principles. They are admitted as observer members
of NANHRI. They too can take part in the General
Assembly session but they cannot vote or seek

elective positions.



NETWORK OF AFRICAN NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

(NANHRI)

( A company limited by guarantee and not having a share capital)

Annual Report 2014

Statement of comprehensive income For the year ended 31st Decem ber 2014

INCOME

Membership Fees

Grant and Dona-
tions income

Other Income

Total operating
income

EXPENDITURE

Administrative Ex-
penditure

Program Expendi-
ture

Total operating
expenditure

Surplus for the year

2014

Actual

Kshs

13,633,880

29,483,993

1,747,946

44,865,819

19,437,355

14,632,085

34,069,440

10,796,379

2014

Actual

usD

157,000

339,521

20,128

516,649

223,826

168,492

392,318

124,331

2013

Actual

Kshs

13,159,800

40,893,763

74,650

54,128,213

24,391,325

23,446,683

47,838,008

6,290,205

2013

Actual

usD

154,186

479,130

875

634,191

285,780

274,713

560,493

73,698



Annual Report 2014

NETWORK OF AFRICAN NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

(NANHRI)

Statement of financial position as at 31st December 2014

NON - CURRENT ASSETS
Property and equipment

Intangible assets

CURRENT ASSETS
Receivables and prepayments

Cash and cash equivalents

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Payables and accruals
NET CURRENT ASSETS
NET ASSETS
Represented by:
CAPITAL FUND
GENERAL FUND
RESTRICTED FUND

2014
Kshs

470,724

470,724

30,075,449
21,391,464
51,466,913

4,240,648
47,226,265
47,696,989

470,724
45,866,232
1,360,033
47,696,989

26

2014
usD

5,321

5,321

339,989
241,821
581,810

47,939
533,871
539,192

5,321
518,496
15,375
539,192

2013
Kshs

708,379
20,324
728,703

25,440,287
13,243,659
38,683,946

2,512,039
36,171,907
36,900,610

728,702
34,811,875
1,360,033

36,900,610

2013
usD

8,300
238
8,538

298,070
155,169
453,239

29,432
423,807
432,345

8,538
407,872
15,935
432,345



Network of African National Human Rights Institutions (NANHRI)
' 2nd Floor, CVS Plaza, Lenana Road
PO Box 74359-00200
Nairobi, Kenya
Telephone +254 20 2717908/928/2712664
Fax: +254 20 8041422
Email: info@nanhri.org
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